
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR DOCUMENTATION AND/OR CERTIFICATION IN 
THE OFFICIAL AMERICAN AKAUSHI ASSOCIATION A4 ADVANTAGE PROGRAM 

I 
DEFINITIONS 

1. Applicant:  the owner of the subject animal. 
2. Breeder: the owner of the dam at the time of service. 
3. Certified Fullblood Sire: a Fullblood Akaushi bull for which an American Akaushi
Association (AAkA) Certificate of Registration has been issued.
4. Certified Fullblood Dam: a Fullblood Akaushi female for which an American Akaushi
Association (AAkA) Certificate of Registration has been issued. 
5. Documented Base Female: a pure or cross-bred female of any breed, as further defined
below in Section V. 
6. Certified A1 (1/2 blood) Akaushi Female: the female offspring by a Certified Fullblood or
Purebred* Akaushi Sire and out of a Documented Base Female.  An A1 Akaushi Female must be
at least 50% Akaushi to become A1 Certified. 
7. Certified A2 (3/4 blood) Akaushi Female:  the female offspring by a Certified Fullblood or
Purebred* Akaushi Sire and out of a Certified A1 Akaushi Female. An A2 Akaushi Female must
be at least 75% Akaushi to become A2 Certified. 
8. Certified A3 (7/8 blood) Akaushi Female:  the female offspring by a Certified Fullblood or
Purebred* Akaushi Sire and out of a Certified A2 Akaushi Female. An A3 Akaushi Female must
be at least 87.5% Akaushi to become A3 Certified. 
9. An A4 Akaushi Male or Female must be at least 93.75% Akaushi to become a Certified A4

Purebred Akaushi.
a. by a Certified Full-Blood Sire and out of a Certified A3 Akaushi Female;
b. by a Certified Full-Blood Sire and out of a Certified A4 Purebred Akaushi female;
c. by a Certified A4 Purebred Akaushi sire and out of a Certified Full-Blood Dam;
d. by a Certified A4 Purebred Akaushi sire and out of a Certified A4 Purebred Akaushi
female.!
* When using a Certified Purebred (15/16) Akaushi Sire in the A4 Advantage Program,
you will need to produce 4 generations and then use a Certified Fullblood Akaushi bull
on the 4th generation to produce the 5th generation which would be a 93.75% or greater
A4 Akaushi.

10. Listed Female: a Documented Base Female, a Certified A1, A2, A3 or Purebred (A4)
Akaushi Female. !
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11.  Permanent ID: the individual mark (brand or tattoo) which is represented by one or more 
letters or cardinal numerals, and identifies the subject female.  
12.  Owner: the owner of the dam of the calf at the time of the calf’s birth.  
13.  Owner’s Holding Brand: the brand indicating ownership by an individual.  
14.  Year Identification: the identification represented by a single cardinal numeral or letter 
indicating the year of the decade in which the subject female was born.  !

II. 
OFFICIAL FORMS AND CERTIFICATES 

1.    Certificate of Breeding:  the Certificate evidencing the fact that the subject animal is by a 
Certified Fullblood Sire or a Certified A4 Purebred Akaushi sire and out of a Listed Female.  
2.    A1 Akaushi Certificate of Breeding:  the Certificate printed with the A1 designation and 
percentage of Akaushi, which is issued after the application for the subject female is approved.  
3.    A2 Akaushi Certificate of Breeding:  the Certificate printed with the A2 designation and 
percentage of Akaushi, which is issued after the application for the subject female is approved.  
4.    A3 Akaushi Certificate of Breeding:  the Certificate printed with the A3 designation and 
percentage of Akaushi, which is issued after the application for the subject female is approved.  
5.    A4 Purebred Akaushi Certificate of Breeding: the Certificate printed with the A4 designation 
and percentage of Akaushi, which is issued after subject animal has been inspected and 
application is approved.  
6.    Inspection: A1, A2, and A3 are voluntary but highly recommended.  A4 inspection is 
mandatory.  The animal must pass inspection by an authorized American Akaushi Association 
Field Representative. If a physical inspection is not possible, photos showing front, back and 
both side views of animal must be provided. !

III. 
BREEDING METHODS 

1.    Certified Fullblood Sires may be used with A1, A2, and A3 females for purposes of producing 
offspring that will be certified in the Official A4 Advantage Program.   
2.   Certified A4 Purebred Akaushi bulls may be used to produce A1, A2, or A3 females to produce 
animals to be certified in the Official A4 Advantage Program.   
3.   Certified A4 Purebred Akaushi bulls may be used with Certified Fullblood Akaushi dams or 
with Certified A4 Purebred Akaushi dams to produce Certified A4 Purebred Akaushi offspring.   
4.    Either artificial insemination or live coverage may be employed.  Each Breeding Certificate 
shall state which system the breeder used.  Bulls used in the artificial insemination program must 
be DNA genotyped.  When artificial insemination is employed, and the owner of the sire and the 
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breeder are the same person, a written statement shall suffice from said person to certify that the 
semen from a particular Certified Fullblood Sire or Certified A4 Purebred Akaushi bull was 
artificially inseminated into a certain Listed Female on a certain date. 

5.    However, where the owner of the sire and the breeder are different persons, the breeder must 
obtain from the owner of the sire a properly executed Semen Bill or Sale which must be 
submitted to AAkA for recording. 

!
IV. 

INSPECTIONS 

1.    All inspections described herein will be executed by an AAkA officer, employee, or 
authorized field representative (the “Inspector”). 
2.   A fee will be assessed for each inspection. 
3.   The Inspector will take or verify a photograph of the inspected animal, a copy of which 
photograph shall be retained by the Association in paper or electronic form. If a physical 
inspection is not possible, photos showing front, back and both side views of animal must be 
provided. 
4.   The Inspector shall have sole discretion, based on his or her knowledge, expertise, and 
professional judgment, to determine whether to issue a certificate for each inspected animal as 
described herein.  The Inspector will not accept an animal for certification if, in the judgment of 
the Inspector, the animal does not satisfy the requirements of these Rules and Regulations, or if 
the appearance, condition, health, or qualities of the animal render the animal not reasonably fit 
for certification by the Association.  The decisions of the Inspector shall be final.  !

V. 
DOCUMENTED BASE FEMALES 

1.    Inspection of Base Females is voluntary but recommended.   
2.    Enrollment of Base Females with the AAkA is at no charge.  
3.    Permanent IDs for Base Females are recommended, but not mandatory.  
4.    DNA profiles for Base Females are recommended, but not mandatory.  
5.    After receipt of the properly completed and executed Inventory of Base Females each such 
female so listed shall be entitled to be designated a “Documented Base Female.”  !
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VI. 
CERTIFIED A1 AKAUSHI FEMALES  

(50% Akaushi or Greater) 

1.    Inspection of A1 Females is voluntary but recommended.   
2.     A1 Females must have a permanent ID.  
3.     DNA testing is mandatory to confirm sire verification and the percentage of Akaushi.  
4.     A properly completed and executed Application for A1 Certificates of Breeding will be 
submitted.  Permanent IDs and their locations shall be correctly noted on each Application 
submitted.  The correct fees as set by the AAkA must accompany the Application for the A1 
Certificate of Breeding.  
5.    The Registration Number of the sire of the A1 Female will appear on the Application for 
Certificate of Breeding.      
6.    After AAkA has received application for the subject female, a Certificate of Breeding 
evidencing the fact that the subject female is so listed, shall be issued.  The subject female shall 
then be entitled to be designated a Certified A1 Akaushi Female. 

!
VII. 

CERTIFIED A2 AKAUSHI FEMALES  
(75% Akaushi of Greater) 

1.    Inspection of A2 Females is voluntary but recommended.   
2.     A2 Females must have a permanent ID.  
3.     DNA testing is mandatory to confirm parentage.  
4.     A properly completed and executed Application for A2 Certificates of Breeding will be 
submitted.  Permanent IDs and their locations shall be correctly noted on each Application 
submitted. The correct fees as set by the AAkA must accompany the Application for the A2 
Certificate of Breeding.  
5.    The Certificate of Registration number of the sire and the Certificate of Breeding number of 
the dam of each A2 Female will appear on the Application for Certificate of Breeding.      
6.    After AAkA has received application for the subject female, a Certificate of Breeding 
evidencing the fact that the subject female is so listed, shall be issued.  The subject female shall 
then be entitled to be designated a Certified A2 Akaushi Female. 

!
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VIII. 
CERTIFIED A3 AKAUSHI FEMALES  

(87.5% Akaushi or Greater) 

1.    Inspection of A3 Females is voluntary but highly recommended.   
2.     A3 Females must have a permanent ID.  
3.     DNA testing is mandatory to confirm parentage.  
4.     A properly completed and executed Application for A3 Certificates of Breeding will be 
submitted.  Permanent IDs and their locations shall be correctly noted on each Application 
submitted. The correct fees as set by the AAkA must accompany the Application for the A3 

Certificate of Breeding.  
5.    The Certificate of Registration number of the sire and Certificate of Breeding number of the 
dam of each A3 Female will appear on the Application for Certificate of Breeding.     

  
6.    After AAkA has received application for the subject female, a Certificate of Breeding 
evidencing the fact that the subject female is so listed, shall be issued.  The subject female shall 
then be entitled to be designated a Certified A3 Akaushi Female.  
7.    All A3 producers must execute and sign a Purebred Breeder Agreement before any Purebred 
(15/16 and above) offspring, male or female, will be certified. 

 
IX. 

CERTIFIED A4 PUREBRED AKAUSHI MALES/FEMALES  
(93.75% Akaushi or Greater) 

1.    Inspection of A4 Purebred Males/Females is mandatory and will be executed by an 
authorized AAkA Field Representative. If a physical inspection is not possible, photos showing 
front, back and both side views of animal must be provided.  
2.     A4 Purebred Males/Females must have a permanent ID.  
3.     DNA testing is mandatory to confirm parentage.  
4.     A properly completed and executed Application for A4 Purebred Certificates of Breeding 
will be submitted.  Permanent IDs and their locations shall be correctly noted on each 
Application submitted.  
5.    The Certificate of Registration number of the sire and Certificate of Breeding number of the 
dam of each A4 Male/Female will appear on the Application for Certificate of Breeding.      
6.    After AAkA has received application for the subject Male/Female, a Certificate of Breeding 
evidencing the fact that the subject Male/Female is so listed, shall be issued.  The subject Male/
Female shall then be entitled to be designated a Certified A4 Purebred Akaushi Male/Female. 
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X. 
TRANSFER OF LISTED FEMALES 

1.    In the event that a Listed Female is transferred, a properly executed AAkA Bill of Sale, 
application for transfer (Certificate of Breeding with reverse side completed), if applicable, and 
the appropriate fees as set by the AAkA, must be submitted to the AAkA office.  
2.    In the event that a Documented Base Female, a Certified A1 Akaushi Female or a Certified  
A2 Akaushi Female is pregnant at the time of sale or transfer, and was mated to a Certified 
Fullblood Sire prior to such time, and was transferred to the purchaser’s name, the female 
offspring thereof shall be eligible for registration with AAkA.  
3.    In the event that a Certified A3 Female is pregnant at the time of sale or transfer, and was 
mated to a Certified Fullblood Sire prior to such time, and was transferred to the purchaser’s 
name, the male/female offspring thereof shall be eligible for inspection and registration with 
AAkA.
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